Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) Thermal pre-ignition agents conta i n i ng from 10 
to 80 wt. %. pr e f e rab l y having an adjustable deflagration point and a 
composition comprising f rom 10 to 50 wt.,% , particular l y pr e f e rably from 10 to 
30 wt. %, dipicrylaminoethyl nitrate, from 10 to 90 wt. %, pref e rab l y from 10 to 
60 wt. % t particular l y pr e f e rab l y from 20 to 4 0 wt. %, of a n i trog e n - cont ai n i ng 
compound and from 10 to 90 wt. %, pr e f e rab l y from 25 to 75 wt. %, 
part i cular l y pr e f e r a bly from 40 to 60 wt. % T of an -oxidizing agent , and 10 to 60 
wt. % of a nitrogen-containing compound other than dipicrylaminoethyl nitrate 
and the oxidizing agent, wherein the thermal pre-ignition agent has a 
deflagration point controlled based on the composition thereof . 

3. (Currently Amended) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 
42, -characterized in that the- oxidizing agent is selected from one or more of 
the nitrates of the alkali and/or alkaline earth metals and/or of ammonium, of 
the perchlorates of the alkali and/or alkaline earth metals and/or of 
ammonium, and of the peroxides of the alkaline earth metals and/or of zinc. 

4. (Currently Amended) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 
2, -characterized in that the nitrogen-containing compound is selected from 
one or more of nitroguanidine, nitroaminoguanidine, nitrotriazolone, 
derivatives of tetrazole and/or salts thereof, nitraminotetrazole and/or its salts, 
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aminoguanidine nitrate, diaminoguanidine nitrate, triaminoguanidine nitrate, 
guanidine nitrate, dicyandiamidine nitrate, and diaminoguanidine 
azotetrazolate. 

5. (Currently Amended) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to of*e 
or mor e of claim 42, charact e r i z e d in that th e y contain wherein the 
composition further comprises from 1 to 80 wt. % , pr e f e rab l y from 1 to 40 wt. 
%, part i cu l ar l y pr e f e rab l y from 1 to 15 wt. %, of a reducing agent , pr e f e rably 
s ele ct e d from on e or mor e of a l um i num, t i tan i um, t i tanium hydrid e , boron, 
boron hydr i d e , z i rcon i um, z i rconium hydr i d e , s i licon, graphit e , activat e d 
carbon, carbon b l ack . 

6. (Currently Amended) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to e*e 
or mor e of claim 42, charact e riz e d i n th a t th e v conta i n wherein the 

composition further comprises from 1 to 80 wt. % , pr e f e rab l y from 1 to 4 0 wt. 

■*\ 

%, particu l ar l y pr e f e rab l y from 1 to 20 wt. %, of a binder , pr e f e rab l y s ele ct e d 
from on e or mor e of c el lu l os e and d e r i vat i ves th e r e of, polyviny l butyra l s, 
polyn i tropo l yph e ny le n e , po l yn i troph e nyl e th e r, P le x i gum, polyviny l acetate and 
copo l ym e rs . 

7. (Currently Amended) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to ef*e 
or mor e of claim 42, charact e r i zed i n that th e v contain wherein the 
composition further comprises from 10 to 80 wt. % , pr e f e rab l y from 10 to 50 
wt. %, part i cu l ar l y pr e f e rab l y from 10 to 30 wt.%. of at least one high-energy 
additive s, pr e f e rab l y s e l e cted from on e or mor e of h e xog e n, octog e n a nd 
n i troc el lu l os e. 

8. (Currently Amended) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to e«e 
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or mor e of claim 42, charact e riz e d in that th e y conta i n wherein the 
composition further comprises from 0.1 to 20 wt. % , pr e f e rab l y from 0.1 to 10 
wt. %, of at least one combustion moderators and processing aid s, pref e rab l y 
s e l e ct e d from on e or mor e of ferroc e ne and d e r i vat i v e s th e r e of, 
ac e tony l ac e tat e s, sa li cy l at e s, s ili cat e s, s ili ca g el s and boron n i tr i d e. 

9. (Currently Amended) Us e of a th e rma l pr e i gn i t i on ag e nt accord i ng 
to on e or mor e of c l aim 1 as a A thermal fuse for use in gas generators for 
motor vehicle safety systems , comprising a thermal pre-iqnition agent 
according to claim 2 . 

10. (New) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 2, wherein 
the composition comprises from 10 to 30 wt. % of the dipicrylaminoethyl 
nitrate. 

11. (New) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 2, wherein 
the composition comprises from 20 to 40 wt. % of the nitrogen-containing 
compound. 

12. (New) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 5, wherein 
the composition comprises from 1 to 40 wt. % of the reducing agent. 

13. (New) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 5, wherein 
the composition comprises from 1 to 15 wt. % of the reducing agent. 

14. (New) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 5, wherein 
the reducing agent is selected from one or more of aluminum, titanium, 
titanium hydride, boron, boron hydride, zirconium, zirconium hydride, silicon, 
graphite, activated carbon, and carbon black. 

15. (New) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 6, wherein 
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the composition comprises from 1 to 40 wt. % of the binder. 

16. (New) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 6, wherein 
the composition comprises from 1 to 20 wt. % of the binder. 

17. (New) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 6, wherein 
the is binder selected from one or more of cellulose and derivatives thereof, 
polyvinylbutyrals, polynitropolyphenylene, polynitrophenyl ether, Plexigum, 
polyvinyl acetate and copolymers. 

18. (New) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 7, wherein 
the composition comprises from 10 to 50 wt. % of the at least one high-energy 
additive. 

19. (New) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 7, wherein 
the composition comprises from 10 to 30 wt. % of the at least one high-energy 
additive. 

20. (New) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 7, wherein 
the at least one high-energy additive is selected from one or more of hexogen, 
octogen and nitrocellulose. 

21. (New) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 8, wherein 
the composition comprises from 0.1 to 10 wt. % of the at least one 
combustion moderator and processing aid. 

22. (New) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 8, wherein 
the at least one combustion moderator and processing aid is selected from 
one or more of ferrocene and derivatives thereof, acetonylacetates, 
salicylates, silicates, silica gels and boron nitride. 

23. (New) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 2, wherein 
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the composition has a deflagration point in a range of 178°C to 208°C. 

24. (New) Thermal pre-ignition agents according to claim 23, 
wherein the composition has a deflagration point below 200°C. 

25. (New) A method for producing a thermal pre-ignition agent 
having a predetermined deflagration point in a range of 178°C to 208°C, 
comprising adjusting the deflagration point by mixing predetermined amounts 
of materials comprising from 10 to 50 wt. % dipicrylaminoethyl nitrate, from 40 
to 60 wt. % of an oxidizing agent, and 10 to 60 wt. % of a nitrogen-containing 
compound other than dipicrylaminoethyl nitrate and the oxidizing agent, and 
homogenizing the materials. 

26. (New) The method according to claim 25, wherein the 

* 

predetermined deflagration point is below 200°C. 
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